
Chapter 2 

Four Main Tests 

 
So if we cannot judge whether the apocryphal writings should be a part of the Old 

Testament on the basis of the opinions of church councils, early Church Fathers and “Saints”, or 

of their lying in a container of scrolls in Alexandria, how can we determine the answer to this 

question? There are four main tests which must be applied to these books. 

The first test relates to checking all the New Testament Books to see if the Lord Jesus 

Christ, His Apostles or other New Testament authors ever directly quoted from these Old 

Testament Apocryphal writings. The second test involves checking if the Old Testament 

Apocryphal writings contain teachings which are contrary to the teachings of the Books of the 

Old Testament and New Testament. The third test entails seeing whether the Jews in Palestine 

around Jesus’ time accepted the Old Testament Apocrypha as a part of their Sacred Scriptures. 

The fourth test involves checking to see if the Old Testament Apocryphal Books contain any 

historical and/or geographical errors. 

We will deal with the first test in this chapter. The second, third and fourth tests will be 

dealt with in subsequent chapters. 

The Old Testament Apocrypha must be tested by these four tests and not just one of 

these tests in order to obtain a good evaluation of these Apocryphal books. 

 

The first test 
 

As stated above, the first test involves checking the God-inspired New Testament 

Books to see if the Lord Jesus Christ, His Apostles and other New Testament authors ever 

directly quoted from these Old Testament Apocryphal writings. One reason why this first test is 

so important is that Jesus Christ is God and therefore has a perfect understanding of which 

writings God regards as Sacred Scripture. Another reason is that the Apostles spent three years 

in very close communication with the Lord Jesus and as a result knew His will better than 

others. Similarly, the Apostle Paul was taken into the third heaven to be given surpassingly 

great revelations of God’s will (see 2 Corinthians 12:1-7). Note also all of Paul’s writings were 

accepted by the Apostle Peter as God-inspired Sacred Scriptures (see 2 Peter 3:15-16). 

Therefore, by studying Jesus’ and the Apostles’ recorded words 
105

, we can see which writings 

they revealed are Sacred Scripture by God’s will. 

But note that this first test involves looking in the New Testament for direct quotes from 

the Apocrypha and not similar thoughts or supposedly hidden allusions to the words of the 

Apocrypha. A direct quote is one that has the same words or almost the same words in it as 

those found in the related verse or passage in the Apocryphal writing. Here are some examples 

of verses or passages in the New Testament which are direct quotes from the Old Testament: 

Matthew 2:18 is a direct quote from Jeremiah 31:15. Matthew 4:4 is a direct quote from part of 
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 Note that even though Judas Iscariot was an Apostle, none of his teachings are recorded in Sacred Scripture 

because he ended up controlled by Satan (see Luke 22:3 and John 13:27). 



Deuteronomy 8:3. The latter part of Matthew 4:7 is a direct quote from the first part of 

Deuteronomy 6:16. The latter part of Mark 7:6 is a direct quote from part of Isaiah 29:13. 

Another key aspect of this first test is that any direct quote from an Apocryphal writing 

must be introduced in the New Testament by such expressions as “Then was fulfilled what was 

spoken by…the prophet, saying” (see Matthew 2:17, 27:9), “It is written:” (see Matthew 4:4, 

4:7, 4:10, 21:13, 26:31 and Luke 19:46), “That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the 

prophet:” (see Matthew 13:35 and 21:4), “How then does David in the Spirit…saying:” (see 

Matthew 22:43), “As it is written in the prophets:” (see Mark 1:2), “Have you not even read 

this Scripture:” (see Mark 12:10), “Have you not read in the book of Moses…:” (see Mark 

12:26). “Have you not read:” (see Matthew 19:4), “You have heard that it was said:” (see 

Matthew 5:27 and 5:38), “For God commanded saying” (see Matthew 15:4), “Isaiah said 

again” (see John 12:39), “As it is written in the book of the words of…the prophet, saying:” 

(see Luke 3:4), “For it is written:” (see 1 Corinthians 3:19, Galatians 3:10 and 4:27), “Is it not 

written in your Law:” (see John 10:34), “that the Scripture might be fulfilled which says:” 

(see John 19:24), “…another Scripture says:” (see John 19:37), “For it is written in the book 

of Psalms:” (see Acts 1:20), “who by the mouth of your servant David have said:” (see Acts 

4:25), “…said God:” (see Acts 7:7), “as it was written in the book of the Prophets:” (see Acts 

7:42), “For so the Lord has commanded us:” (see Acts 13:47), “And with this, the words of 

the prophets agree, just as it is written:” (see Acts 15:15), “The Holy Spirit spoke rightly 

through Isaiah the prophet…saying:” (see Acts 28:25), “as it is written:” (see John 6:31, 

12:14, Romans 2:24, 3:4, 3:10, 4:17, 8:36, 9:13, 9:33, 11:8, 11:26, 15:9, 15:21, 1 Corinthians 

2:9, 2 Corinthians 8:15 and 9:9), “For the Scripture says…:” (see Romans 9:17 and 1 Timothy 

5:18), “In the Law, it is written…:” (see 1 Corinthians 14:21), “For He says:” (see 2 

Corinthians 6:2), “As God (He) has said:” (see 2 Corinthians 6:16 and Hebrews 4:3), 

“Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says:” (see Hebrews 3:7), “For He testifies:” (see Hebrews 

7:17), “But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us, for after He had said before:” (see Hebrews 

10:15) and “that the word of…the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke:” (see John 

12:38). 

 

Biblical quotes from non-Biblical sources 
 

The main reason why we must look for these introductory expressions is that in the 

New Testament, we find that some other sources are quoted that are not a part of the Old 

Testament. For example, on a few occasions, the Apostle Paul quoted from certain writings that 

are indisputably not a part of the Sacred Scriptures. For example, in Acts 17:28 Paul used the 

words of a Greek poet, probably Aratus of Soli. Here, Paul did not quote the poet as a divine 

authority, but merely as a means of influencing his pagan Greek listeners in Athens at the time. 

In this instance, Paul did not begin the quote from the Greek poet with such expressions as 

“Scripture says:” or “As God has said:” or “As it is written:” 

The prophet Moses also quoted some Hebrew poets in Numbers 21:27-30. Their words 

are not from any other passage of Old Testament Scripture. 

Note that the absence of introductory phrases such as “It is written” or “For the 

Scripture says” does not ensure that a quote is not a direct quote from one of the Books of the 

Old Testament. For example, Matthew 12:7 is a direct quote from Hosea 6:6 but is not 



accompanied by an introductory phrase. But to be fair in our testing, we will only look at those 

quotes in the New Testament which have one of these introductory phrases. 

Just because the Lord Jesus and the Apostles quoted the sayings of another person or 

persons does not prove that these sayings originate in some part of the Old Testament Sacred 

Scriptures. Proof of this can be found in 1 Corinthians 15:33 when Paul said: “Do not be 

deceived: ‘Evil company corrupts good habits.’” 
The expression “Evil company corrupts good habits” in this verse is not from the Old 

Testament Scriptures. It is not prefaced by such expressions as “Have you not even read this 

Scripture:” or “Is it not written in your Law:” Despite this, Paul quoted this saying in such a 

way that we can see he believed it was true. 

This saying found in 1 Corinthians 15:33 became a part of New Testament Scripture 

because it agreed with God’s thoughts and because God inspired Paul to mention it. But note 

that it is a clear example of a quoted saying found in the New Testament that is not a direct 

quote from any other Old Testament Book or even another New Testament Book. 

Paul’s above quote in 1 Corinthians 15:33 is similar to David’s quote in 1 Samuel 

24:13: “As the proverb of the ancients says, ‘Wickedness proceeds from the wicked.’ But my 

hand shall not be against you.” 
David here says that a common saying among Israelites was true. This is even though it 

was not previously recorded in the Scriptures. 

In Luke 4:23, we find that the Lord Jesus quoted a proverb that is not found in any of 

the Old Testament Books: “And He said to them, ‘You will surely say this proverb to Me, 

“Physician, heal yourself…”’” But note Jesus’ words in this verse and surrounding verses – 

Luke 4:22 and 4:24-27 – reveal He did not agree with this proverb. Jesus quoted this non-

Scriptural proverb to the Jews in His hometown synagogue as part of His answer to their 

questioning of Him. 

 

Quoting mere human proverbs 
Ezekiel 18:1-3 shows that on odd occasions, God inspired His Prophets to quote 

proverbs that were common among the Jews but were contrary to God’s thoughts on a relevant 

matter. Ezekiel 18:1-3 says: “The word of the Lord came to me again, saying, ‘What do you 

mean when you use this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying: “The fathers have 

eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I live,’ says the Lord God, 

‘you shall no longer use this proverb in Israel.’” 
This above proverb was a mere human religious opinion that became a proverb in 

Israel. It was not one of God’s proverbs. 

Ezekiel 12:21-23 contains another example of God’s prophet quoting a proverb that he 

states God disagrees with: “And the word of the Lord came to me saying, ‘Son of man, what is 

this proverb that you people have about the land of Israel, which says, “The days are 

prolonged, and every vision fails”? Tell them therefore, “Thus says the Lord God: ‘I will lay 

this proverb to rest, and they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel.’” But say to them, 

“The days are at hand, and the fulfilment of every vision.”’” 
These verses reveal that the proverb was a mere human religious opinion. It was not 

inspired by God. 

 



Four of Paul’s quotes 
In 1 Corinthians 6:12-13, the Apostle Paul possibly quotes two sayings: “All things are 

lawful for me…” and “Foods for the stomach and the stomach for foods.” Paul does not 

preface these says by an introductory phrase such as “For the Scripture says:” or “as it is 

written:” because these two sayings were not quotes from the Old Testament or from the Lord 

Jesus. We cannot be certain of the source of these two sayings, 
106

 but in no way did Paul 

suggest that they were from any Book of the Old or New Testaments. 

In Titus 1:12, Paul quotes the testimony of a prophet from the island of Crete: “One of 

them, a prophet of their own, said, ‘Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.’” Paul 

did not state that this saying originally came from the Scriptures. Also he does not say this 

prophet is a prophet of God. Instead he says the person was “a prophet of their own” – a 

prophet of the pagan Cretans. Paul calls this Cretan saying “a testimony” and says it is true. 
107

 

In Greek, the word “testimony” is “marturia” and means in this context “a judgement on moral 

matters passed by one person upon another” 
108

 or “to provide information about a person or an 

event concerning which the speaker has direct knowledge”. 
109

  

In 1 Corinthians 15:32, Paul quotes a common saying from his time in history 
110

: “…If 

the dead do not rise, ‘Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.’”  
Note in context, Paul does not agree with the philosophy of “Let us eat and drink for 

tomorrow we die.” Neither does he say God agrees with this philosophy. Paul instead teaches 

that if the bodies of believers are not resurrected, we might as well just focus on eating and 

drinking. Previously in 1 Corinthians 15:12-30, Paul had been emphasising the truth of the 

resurrection of believers’ bodies. 

In Ephesians 5:14, Paul says: “Therefore He says: ‘Awake, you who sleep, arise from 

the dead, and Christ will give you light.’” 
Here Paul is either paraphrasing Isaiah 60:1 in its New Testament application to Christ 

or quoting an early Christian hymn which is a paraphrase of Isaiah 60:1. 

 

Peter’s quote 
In 2 Peter 2:22, Peter quotes from a combination of Proverbs 26:11 and either a saying 

which was used by either Jews or non-Christians in general or early Christians: “But it has 

happened to them according to the true proverb: ‘A dog returns to his own vomit’, and, a sow, 

having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”  
Peter says that those who turn to sin from Christ fulfil symbolically both Proverbs 26:11 

and the other saying. 
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 These sayings may have come from the Corinthian Church, Greek philosophers, Gnostics or a Corinthian 

misinterpretation of Paul’s original preaching to the Corinthians. 
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 In “The I.V.P. Bible Background Commentary – New Testament”, Craig Keener says the Cretan prophet which 

Paul referred to here may have been the sixth century B.C. teacher Epimenides of Knossos or the words of Hesiod in 

the third century B.C. “Hymn to Zeus” by Callimachus (page 636). 
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 Bauer, page 493. 
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 Louw and Nida, page 418. 
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 Isaiah 22:12-14 refers to this same saying being used earlier in Isaiah’s time. But note in this context, God was 

very displeased with this philosophy. 



1 Enoch 
Jude 14-15 contains a direct quote from a writing which is not one of the Old Testament 

Apocryphal writings that the Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches have added to the 

Old Testament. This writing is known as 1 Enoch. Jude 14-15 says: “Now Enoch, the seventh 

from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, ‘Behold, the Lord comes with ten 

thousands of His saints, to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among 

them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the 

harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.’”  
The Apostle Jude does not say that 1 Enoch is a God-inspired Book of Sacred Scripture. 

Jude merely quotes one small part of 1 Enoch as being a true prophecy of God. 

Let us compare this to 1 Timothy 5:18. In this verse, Paul quotes from Jesus’ words in 

Luke 10:7. Note that Paul says that Luke 10:7 is a God-inspired Scripture. Therefore, even 

though the New Testament was still being written when Paul stated these words in 1 Timothy, 

he stated that the Gospel of Luke was a Book of God-inspired Scripture. Note that the Apostle 

Jude did not say the same about 1 Enoch. 

The situation with 1 Enoch seems to be similar to two other books that are mentioned in 

the Old Testament. These are the book of Jashar (see Joshua 10:13 and 1 Samuel 1:18) and the 

book of the Wars of the Lord (see Numbers 21:14-15). These two books are quoted by the 

authors of Numbers, Joshua and 1 Samuel as revealing certain truths. But note that neither the 

book of Jashar or the book of the Wars of the Lord are Books of the Old Testament Scriptures. 

These two books may have been merely historical or devotional literature of the early Hebrew 

nation. 

Observe also that Tobit, Judith, Sirach, Baruch and other Old Testament Apocryphal 

writings, which are included in Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholic Bibles, have even less 

claim to being included as a part of Sacred Scripture than what the book of 1 Enoch has. This is 

because at least the New Testament directly quotes 1 Enoch once, whereas it does not even once 

directly quote from any of the Old Testament Apocryphal writings. 

 

Direct quotes accompanied by introductory phrases 
 

When we look through the New Testament, we do not find even one place where the 

Lord Jesus, the Apostles or other New Testament writers quote from any of the Old Testament 

Apocryphal writings using introductory expressions such as, “Have you not even read this 

Scripture?” or “As God has said:” or “As it is written in the prophets”. In fact, there is not one 

direct quote in the New Testament from even one of the Old Testament Apocryphal writings. 

When we compare this to the accepted Books of the Old Testament, we find a massive 

difference. Below is a list of all the Books of the Old Testament which have direct quotes in the 

New Testament commencing with introductory phrases such as “Have you not even read this 

Scripture?” or “As it is written in the prophets”. 

 

Genesis  – Matthew 19:4, 19:5, Acts 3:25, 7:2-3, 7:6-7, Romans 4:3, 4:17, 4:18, 1 

Corinthians 6:16, 2 Corinthians 4:6, Galatians 3:8, 3:16, 4:30, Hebrews 4:5, 

6:13-14, 11:18 and James 2:23. 



Exodus  – Matthew 15:4, 22:29-32, Mark 7:9-10, 12:26, Luke 2:23, Acts 7:31-32, 7:33-

34, 23:5, Romans 7:7, 9:15, 9:17, 1 Corinthians 10:7, 2 Corinthians 8:15 and 

James 2:11. 

Leviticus  – Matthew 15:4, Luke 2:24, 10:27, Galatians 5:14, James 2:8 and 1 Peter 1:16. 

Numbers  – 2 Timothy 2:19. 

Deuteronomy  – Matthew 4:4, 4:7, 15:4, Mark 7:9-10, 10:19, Luke 4:4, 4:8, 4:12, 10:27, Acts 

3:22-23, 7:37, Romans 7:7, 12:19, 1 Corinthians 9:9, Galatians 3:10, 3:13, 1 

Timothy 5:18, Hebrews 1:6, 10:30, 12:21, 13:5 and James 2:11. 

2 Samuel  – Romans 15:9, 2 Corinthians 6:18 and Hebrews 1:5. 

1 Kings  – Romans 11:2-3 and 11:4. 

1 Chronicles  – Hebrews 1:5. 

Job  – 1 Corinthians 3:19. 

Psalms  – Matthew 13:35, 21:16, 21:42, 22:43-44, Mark 12:10-11, 12:36, Luke 20:17, 

20:42-43, John 2:17, 6:31, 13:18, 15:25, 19:24, 19:36, Romans 15:3, 1 

Corinthians 3:20, 2 Corinthians 4:13, 9:9, Ephesians 3:8, Hebrews 1:5, 1:7, 1:8-

9, 1:12, 1:13, 2:12, 3:7-11, 3:15, 4:3, 4:7, 5:5, 5:6, 7:17, 7:21 and 10:7. 

Proverbs  – Hebrews 12:5-6 and James 4:6. 

Ecclesiastes  – Romans 3:12. 

Isaiah  – Matthew 1:23, 8:17, 13:14-15, 18:17-21, 15:7-9, 21:13, Mark 1:2, 7:6-7, 

11:17, Luke 3:4-6, 4:17-21, 19:46, 22:37, John 1:23, 6:45, 10:34-35, 12:38, 

12:40, Acts 7:48-49, 8:32-35, 13:47, 28:25-27, Romans 2:24, 3:15-17, 9:33, 

10:11, 10:15, 11:8, 11:26, 15:21, 1 Corinthians 1:19, 2:9, 14:21, 15:54, 2 

Corinthians 6:2, Galatians 4:27, Hebrews 2:13 and 1 Peter 2:6. 

Jeremiah  – Matthew 2:18, 27:9-10, 1 Corinthians 1:31, Hebrews 8:8-12, 10:15-16 and 

10:17. 

Ezekiel  – Romans 2:24 and 2 Corinthians 6:16. 

Daniel  – Matthew 24:15. 

Hosea  – Matthew 2:15, Romans 9:25, 9:26 and 1 Corinthians 15:55. 

Joel  – Acts 2:16-21. 

Amos  – Acts 7:42-43 and 15:15-18. 

Micah  – Matthew 2:6 

Habbakuk  – Acts 13:40-41 and Romans 1:17. 

Haggai  – Hebrews 12:26. 

Zechariah  – Matthew 21:4-5, 26:31, Mark 14:27, John 12:15 and 19:37. 

Malachi  – Matthew 11:10, Luke 7:27 and 9:13. 

 

There are 169 direct quotes from the accepted Old Testament Books here above. 
111

 

What a massive difference there is when we compare this number to the number of direct quotes 

from the Old Testament Apocryphal writings found in the New Testament – a grand total of nil. 
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 In the New Testament, we also find some Old Testament quotes which are not preceded by clear introductory 

phrases. These quotes are found in Matthew 9:13 and 12:7 (cross reference to Hosea 6:6), Matthew 10:35 (cross 

reference to Micah 7:6), Mark 4:12 (cross reference to Isaiah 6:9-10), Mark 9:48 (cross reference to Isaiah 66:24), 

Luke 23:30 (cross reference to Hosea 10:8) 1 Peter 3:10-12 (cross reference to Psalm 34:12-16), 4:18 (cross reference 

to Proverbs 11:31) and 5:5 (cross reference to Proverbs 3:34). 



Mentions and quotes from God’s Old Testament commands 
 

Besides these direct quotes from various Books of the Old Testament accompanied by 

introductory phrases, there are also some places in the New Testament where the authors 

mention Old Testament commandments of God and quote from them: 

Genesis   – Mark 10:6-8. 

Exodus  – Matthew 19:18-19, Mark 10:19, Luke 18:20, Romans 13:9 and Hebrews 

12:20. 

Leviticus  – Matthew 19:19, 22:39 and Mark 12:31. 

Deuteronomy  – Matthew 15:4, 22:36-37, Mark 10:19, 12:30, Luke 18:20, Romans 13:9 and 

Ephesians 6:2. 

 

Indirect quotes of Old Testament events 
 

There are also many places in the New Testament where the Lord Jesus, the Apostles or 

other God-inspired writers quote from specific events that are recorded in various Books of the 

Old Testament. A small sample is listed below: 

 

Genesis   – Luke 17:26-29 (cross-reference with Genesis 7:1-16, 7:19-23 and 19:1-25). 

Joshua   – Acts 7:45 (cross-reference with the Books of Exodus, Joshua and 2 Samuel). 

Judges   – Acts 13:20 (cross-reference with Judges 3:16) and Hebrews 11:32. 

Ruth   – Matthew 1:3-6 (cross-reference with Ruth 4:18-22). 

1 Samuel  – Acts 13:21-22 (cross-reference with 1 Samuel 9:15-10:1), Acts 13:22 (cross-

reference with 1 Samuel 13:14), Matthew 12:3-4 (cross-reference with 1 

Samuel 21:1-6) and Mark 2:25-26 (cross-reference with 1 Samuel 21:1-6). 

2 Samuel  – Hebrews 1:5b (cross-reference with 2 Samuel 7:14). 

1 Kings  – Luke 4:25-26 (cross-reference with 1 Kings Chapter 17 and 18:1) and James 

5:17-18 (cross-reference with 1 Kings Chapters 17 and 18). 

2 Kings  – Hebrews 11:35 (cross-reference with 2 Kings 4:18-37) and Luke 4:27 (cross-

reference with 2 Kings 5:1-27). 

1 Chronicles  – Hebrews 1:5b (cross-reference with 1 Chronicles 17:13) and Luke 1:5 (cross-

reference with 1 Chronicles 24:10). 

2 Chronicles  – Matthew 12:42 (cross-reference with 2 Chronicles 9:1-12). 

Jonah  – Matthew 12:39-41 (cross reference with Jonah 1:17). 

Micah  – Matthew 2:6 (cross-reference with Micah 5:2), Matthew 10:21 (cross-

reference with Micah 7:6), Mark 13:12 (cross-reference with Micah 7:6), Luke 

2:4 (cross-reference with Micah 5:2), Luke 12:53 (cross-reference with Micah 

7:6) and John 7:42 (cross-reference with Micah 5:2). 

 

These clear specific mentions by the Lord Jesus, the Apostles and other New Testament 

authors of characters and events in the accepted Old Testament Books are similar to the New 

Testaments direct quotes from various Old Testament Books. These specific quoting of 

characters and events from the Books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel and so on by the Lord 

Jesus, the Apostles and other New Testament authors to support their teachings, reveals that 

they regarded these Old Testament Books as totally God-inspired authoritative Scriptures. 



Supposed paraphrased allusions 
 

Someone may argue that even though there are no direct quotes in the New Testament 

from the Old Testament Apocrypha, that there are paraphrased allusions to them in the New 

Testament. For example, someone may argue that 1 Timothy 1:2 is a paraphrased allusion to 

Wisdom 4:15, Ephesians 6:13-17 is a paraphrase of Wisdom 5:12-20, Revelation 3:4 of 

Wisdom 3:5, 1 Corinthians 8:5 of Wisdom 13:2, James 1:2-4 of Ecclesiasticus 2:1-5, 2 

Corinthians 5:4 of Wisdom 9:15, Hebrews 1:3 of Wisdom 7:26 and Romans 1:20-32 of Wisdom 

13:1-9 and 14:22-31. 

But arguing this way is just as fruitless as trying to prove that the Apostle John was 

quoting from the writings of the pagan Greek philosopher Plato as sacred Scripture when John 

said in John 1:1 that Jesus Christ is the “Logos” of God or Word of God. The word “Logos” 

was commonly used by Plato. 
112

  

It is just as foolish trying to prove the Lord Jesus quoted as Sacred Scripture from the 

writings of the pagan Greek philosopher Zeno, the founder of Stoicism, by finding similar 

mentions in Zeno’s writings and Jesus’ recorded words of the importance of living a good 

virtuous life. 
113

 

It is just as foolish trying to prove that the Apostle Paul quoted as Sacred Scripture from 

the writings of Buddha, just because Buddha rightly taught his followers to speak truthfully and 

kindly, not to be hateful and to always express concern for other people. 
114

 Paul spoke similar 

things to this (see Ephesians 4:25, Romans 12:17-21 and Galatians 6:10). But Paul did not quote 

Buddha, the pagan. Paul quoted from the prophet Moses, who lived centuries before Buddha, 

from God’s other Old Testament prophets and from the revelations which the Lord gave him 

(see 2 Corinthians 12:1-7 and Galatians 1:11-12) and which the other Apostles confirmed (see 

Galatians 2:1-2 and 6-10). 

Similarly, let us assume an archaeologist dug up an ancient writing and found this 

writing declared that adultery and murder was wrong. We would be fools to argue that Jesus 

Christ and the Apostles quoted from this book, just because they also say that adultery and 

murder is wrong. 

Someone may, for example, say, “James 1:19 is based on Sirach 5:11 and Ephesians 

6:11 is founded on Wisdom 5:17. Therefore, Sirach and Wisdom are parts of the Scriptures.” 

James 1:19 says: “Therefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow 

to speak, slow to wrath.” Sirach 5:11 states: “Be quick to hear and be deliberate in answering.” 

There is only one thing in common between the two verses and James 1:19 does not say it is a 

quote from another verse of Scripture. 

Let us compare the above to two other New Testament verses. In John 7:38, Jesus gives 

a paraphrased quote from Isaiah 44:3. Even though the wording of John 7:38 and Isaiah 44:3 are 

different from each other, note Jesus says “as the Scriptures has said.” Also in James 4:5, 

James either provides a paraphrase of Genesis 6:3 or he gives a general teaching which is found 

across various parts of the Old Testament taken together. But note once again, James introduces 

his paraphrase or general Old Testament teaching with the phrase “the Scripture says.”  
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 Chamber’s Encyclopedia (New Revised Edition), Volume 8, Pergamon Press, Oxford, 1966, page 197. 
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 New Catholic Encyclopedia, Volume 2, op cit, page 848. 



Hebrews 11:35-36 may partly refer to the events recorded in 2 Maccabees Chapters 6 

and 7. But even if this is true, this does not mean 2 Maccabees is part of God’s Scriptures. This 

is because as stated earlier, Joshua 10:13 and 1 Samuel 1:18 refer to historical events recorded 

in the book of Jashar and Numbers 21:14-15 refers to historical events mentioned in the book of 

the Wars of the Lord. But nowhere in the Bible are the book of Jashar and the book of the Wars 

of the Lord called Scripture or the Word of the Lord. 

 

Concluding comments 
 

This means that there are 31 Books of the Old Testament out of 39 Books that are 

directly quoted or from which specific characters and/or events are mentioned by the Lord 

Jesus, the Apostles and other divinely-inspired New Testament authors. 

What a difference we find when we compare this to the Old Testament Apocrypha! We 

do not find one direct quote from any of the Old Testament Apocryphal writings. Nor do we 

find any of the original characters which are recorded in the Old Testament Apocryphal writings 

but which are not also mentioned in the Old Testament Books, being quoted by the Lord Jesus, 

the Apostles or other God-inspired writers of the New Testament. There is no mention of Tobit, 

Raphael, Judith, the great dragon of Babylon, Susanna the daughter of Hilkiah, the five sons of 

Mattathias 
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 – Judas Maccabeus, John Gaddi, Simon, Eleazar and Jonathan – and other 

characters that are similarly not mentioned in the Old Testament Books, but who are mentioned 

in the Old Testament Apocrypha. 
116

 

Also, there is no mention in the New Testament of any of the events that are found in 

the Old Testament Apocrypha but are not found in the Old Testament Books. 

We must distinguish here between characters and events found in the Old Testament 

Apocryphal writings not also found in the Old Testament Books, from those which were 

originally written in the Old Testament Books and then later were quoted also in the Apocryphal 

writings. For example, the person Judith written about in the Apocryphal writing called “Judith” 

and the events surrounding her life are not also found in any of the Old Testament Books. If, 

however, we refer to Sirach Chapters 44 to 48 we find examples of people such as Abraham, 

Moses, David and Elijah and some of the events associated with their lives being quoted by the 

Apocryphal author, but these are merely mentions of facts found in previously written Old 

Testament Books. If we find some of these people and/or events later quoted in the New 

Testament, this would not mean that the New Testament author was quoting the Apocryphal 

book. This is because the Apocryphal writing was not the original source document of these 

characters band/or events. 

This is similar to the modern situation in which many present-day Christian authors 

write about various characters and events mentioned in the Scriptures. We would be foolish to 

believe that just because we saw the same Biblical characters and events quoted in the writings 

of some 17
th
 century Christian authors that this means the present-day Christian authors were 

quoting the writings of these 17
th
 century Christian authors as though the latters’ writings were 

parts of the Bible. 
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 The son of John son of Simeon a priest of the sons of Joarib. 
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 Just because all these characters are not mentioned in the New Testament does not mean that all of them did not 

exist. Note, however, the historical existence of Tobit, Judith and the great dragon of Babylon may be doubtful. 


