
Chapter 3 
 

The Second Test 

 
The second test that we need to apply to the Old Testament Apocryphal writings is this: 

Do any of these writings contain teachings which are contrary to the teachings of the Books of 

the Old Testament and New Testament? God the Holy Spirit inspired the Prophets, the Apostles 

and other writers of the Old and New Testament Books. There is only one Holy Spirit. There are 

not two different Holy Spirits with different thoughts. Also, because God the Holy Spirit is 

perfect in understanding and character, it is impossible for Him to contradict Himself. 

Therefore, if we find that some of the teachings in the Apocryphal writings are contrary to the 

teachings of the Old Testament and New Testament Books, this reveals that such writings were 

not totally inspired by God the Holy Spirit. As a result, such writings cannot be accepted as part 

of the infallible Sacred Scriptures. 

Refer to Chapter 5 “Can the Spirit and the Scriptures Disagree?” in my book Highest 

Authority: Church, Scripture Or Tradition? for more comments on the above matters. 

In Matthew 4:5-7, the Lord Jesus Christ revealed that we can check if an interpretation 

of one verse or passage of Scripture is correct, by comparing it to what other verses or passages 

of Scripture say on the same topic. By using this God-inspired method, Jesus was able to show 

that Satan’s interpretation of Psalm 91:11-12 was incorrect. 

Similarly, by using Jesus’ method of interpretation of Scripture we know that the book 

of Mormon and the Muslim Koran are not inspired by God. This is because many of their parts 

are contrary to the teachings of the Old and New Testaments. 

 

God’s sacred writings do not disagree with each other 
 

There are some parts of the Old Testament which reveal how God’s prophets accepted 

the writings of God’s earlier prophets as being totally inspired by Him. For example, the 

prophet Daniel treated the writings of the prophet Jeremiah as being God-inspired. Daniel 9:2 

reveals this: “in the first year of his reign I, Daniel, understood by the books the number of 

years specified by the word of the Lord, given through Jeremiah the prophet, that He would 

accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.”  
Similarly, Daniel’s words recorded in Daniel 9:11-13 reveal that he accepted all of 

Moses’ writings as God-inspired also. 1 Kings 2:3 reveals the prophet David had a similar 

attitude to Moses’ writings. This verse records David’s words to his son Solomon: “And keep 

the charge of the Lord your God: to walk in His statutes, His commandments, His judgments, 

and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that you may prosper in all that you 

do and wherever you turn.”  
Nehemiah 8:1-18, Malachi 4:4 and some other Old Testament verses speak similarly 

about the God-given authority of Moses’ writings. 

Zechariah 7:12 reveals that the prophet Zechariah accepted the words of the Law of 

Moses and the words of God’s previous prophets as being God-inspired: “Yes, they made their 



hearts like flint, refusing to hear the law and the words which the Lord of hosts had sent by 

His Spirit through the former prophets. Thus great wrath came from the Lord of Hosts.”  
The above verses reveal that God’s true prophets in each generation did not regard 

anything that God’s earlier prophets stated or wrote as being contrary to what they were writing 

at a later time. This reveals we can test to see if a writing is totally God-inspired by comparing it 

to the writings of God’s holy prophets. When we do this test, we find seven out of the nine Old 

Testament Apocryphal writings teach things contrary to the undisputedly accepted Old 

Testament Books. 

 

Tobit 
 

Tobit 12:9 teaches the legalistic concept that giving to the needy atones for our sins: 

“For almsgiving delivers from death, and it will purge away every sin…” (Revised Standard Version – 

Catholic Edition). This teaching is contrary to the Old and New Testament Books which 

emphasise that sin is purged through the sacrifice of blood and the benefits of such atonement is 

received by repentance and faith in God.  

 

Additions to the Book of Esther 
 

In this Apocryphal writing, we find evidence of a filthy practice that is not sanctioned 

anywhere in the Old or New Testament. This is when Queen Esther is claimed to have put 

faeces on her head when she prayed. Refer to Additions to Esther 14:3. In Matthew 11:21, Jesus 

showed approval of putting ashes on oneself and wearing sackcloth as signs of humbling oneself 

before God. Putting faeces on one’s head is a pagan practice similar to the way prophets of Baal 

cut themselves (see 1 Kings 18:25-28). 

Deuteronomy 23:12-14 reveals that God had commanded the Israelites prior to Esther’s 

time to be exceptionally hygienic and clean when dealing with human faeces: “Also you shall 

have a place outside the camp, where you may go out; and you shall have an implement 

among your equipment, and when you sit down outside, you shall dig with it and turn and 

cover your refuse. For the Lord your God walks in the midst of your camp, to deliver you and 

give your enemies over to you; therefore your camp shall be holy, that He may see no unclean 

thing among you, and turn away from you.”  
In verse 14, Moses insists that cleanliness in relation to dealing with human faeces was 

an important aspect of living in holiness under the Mosaic Covenant. 
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Pagan Greek philosophy about females in the book of Ecclesiasticus 
 

One of the books of the Old Testament Apocrypha is called Ecclesiasticus or Sirach. 

This is different from the God-inspired Old Testament Book of Ecclesiastes. One of the reasons 
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 Ezekiel 4:1-5:17 records that God commanded the prophet Ezekiel to declare God’s Word to the wicked city of 

Jerusalem through mime. Part of this mime involved baking food using human excrement as fuel (see Ezekiel 4:12). 

This was to symbolise what would happen to the people of Jerusalem when they would be taken into exile among the 

pagan Gentile nations. But note in Ezekiel 4:14, Ezekiel emphasises that eating food which was cooked using human 

dung was contrary to the purity laws of the Mosaic Covenant. 



Ecclesiasticus is not fully inspired by God is it contains some verses which are inspired by 

pagan Greek philosophy. 

Here are some examples: 

 

a) Sirach 22:3 teaches the peasant pagan idea that “the birth of a daughter is a loss” 

(Jerusalem Bible and Revised Standard Version (R.S.V.) Catholic Edition). 

b) Sirach 25:19 states: “No wickedness comes anywhere near the wickedness of a woman, 

may a sinner’s lot be hers.” (Jerusalem Bible). 

c) Sirach 26:14 declares “A silent wife is a gift from the Lord” (Jerusalem Bible and R.S.V. 

Catholic Edition). 

d) Sirach 25:32 states that if a wife does not do exactly what her husband says, he should get 

rid of her or “separate her from himself” (R.S.V. Catholic Edition): “Do not let water find 

a leak, do not allow a spiteful woman free rein for her tongue. If she will not do as you tell 

her, get rid of her” (Jerusalem Bible). 

 

This is contrary to Deuteronomy 24:1-4 which provides the only grounds for divorce 

under the Old Covenant – different grounds to that stated in Sirach 25:32. 

The pagan ancient Greeks generally regarded men and boys as being superior in all 

ways to women and girls, believed it is better for a woman to give birth to sons than daughters, 

and thought that females are generally more wicked than males. The pagan ancient Greeks 

permitted men to divorce their wives for any reason but did not allow women to divorce their 

husbands. 

 

More unbiblical errors in Ecclesiasticus or Sirach 
 

Sirach 3:3 claims, “Whoever honours his father atones for sins…” Such a claim is 

contrary to the teachings found in the Old Testament Books of Leviticus and Numbers which 

say that the death of a sacrifice atones for sin. 

Sirach 30:9-10 says: “Pamper a child, and he will frighten you; play with him, and he 

will give you grief. Do not laugh with him, lest you have sorrow with him, and in the end you 

will gnash your teeth.” It is not good to spoil children, but this teaching in Sirach is the opposite 

of this. It commands us not to play with and laugh with our children. Such ascetic nonsense is 

nowhere to be found in the Old and New Testament Books 

Sirach 48:4 claims that Elijah had the right to boast about himself: “How glorious you 

were, O Elijah, in your wondrous deeds! And who has the right to boast which you have?” 

These words are contrary to Jeremiah 9:23 which commands: “Thus says the Lord: ‘Let not the 

wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the mighty man glory in his might, nor let the rich man 
glory in his riches;’” and to James 5:17: “Elijah was a man with a nature like ours…” and 

Romans 3:27: “Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No, but by the 

law of faith” and Ephesians 2:8-9: “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that 

not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast” and Revelation 

5:1-12 which reveals that Jesus is the only person among humans or angels who is perfectly 

worthy in God’s eyes and has the right to boast. Romans 4:2 speaks similarly. 

Sirach 49:4 claims: “Except David, Hezekiah and Josiah all sinned greatly, for they 

forsook the law of the Most High; the kings of Judah came to an end.” This is contrary to the 



teaching of the Old Testament, because 2 Chronicles 20:31-32 reveals that King Jehoshaphat of 

Judah also walked closely to God: “So Jehoshaphat was king over Judah. He was thirty-five 

years old when he became king, and he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. His mother’s 

name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. And he walked in the way of his father Asa, and did 

not turn aside from it, doing what was right in the sight of the Lord.”  
Note Jehoshaphat’s sins (see 2 Chronicles 19:1-3 and 20:35-37) were no worse than 

David’s sins of adultery (see 2 Samuel 11:1-4), murder (see 2 Samuel 11:14-27) and lying 

resulting in the death of the priests of Nob (see 1 Samuel 21:1-2, 5 and 8). But contrary to this, 

Sirach 49:4 infers wrongly that Jehoshaphat was a far greater sinner than David. 

 

Additions to Daniel – The Prayer of Azariah and the Song of the Three 

Young Men 
 

The Roman Catholic Church added these Apocryphal sections to Daniel Chapter 3. 

Additions to Daniel verse 15 (or verse 38 in some translations) claimed: “And at this 

time, there is no prince, or prophet, or leader, no burnt offering, or sacrifice, or oblation…” 

These words were correct except for claiming there was no prophet at this time. Such a claim 

was contrary to the teaching of the Book of Daniel. Daniel Chapters 1-2 reveal Daniel was 

operating as a prophet at and even before this time. 

Azariah was the person who was supposed to have prayed the words found in the 

“Prayer of Azariah”. But note Daniel 1:19-20 and 2:17 reveal Daniel and Azariah (also called 

Abednego – see Daniel 1:17) had a close relationship to one another. Daniel Chapter 2 shows 

Azariah knew of Daniel’s prophetic interpretation of King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream. Also 

Daniel 1:17 reveals Daniel had been given much understanding by God in dreams and visions. 

This all occurred before Azariah supposedly prayed the Apocryphal prayer in the flaming 

furnace. 

In Matthew 24:15, Jesus declared that Daniel was a prophet. So obviously the 

apocryphal Prayer of Azariah was not part of God’s inspired Scriptures. 

 

2 Maccabees 
 

2 Maccabees 12:39-45 records that the Jews took up a collection to pay for a sin 

offering, supposedly to atone for the sins of some other Jews. The latter Jews had died because 

they sinfully had sacred tokens of idols under their clothes. The Jews took up this offering so 

that these idol-worshippers above could supposedly be forgiven of their sins and receive the 

resurrection of their bodies. 

But note 2 Maccabees 12:39-45 refers to those who have committed the sin of idolatry. 

Throughout the Scriptures, God constantly states that the ongoing practicing of idolatry is not a 

minor matter but means the offender has abandoned his relationship to God. In 1 Corinthians 

6:9-10, Ephesians 5:5 and Colossians 3:5, Paul stresses that those who practice idolatry up to 

the point of their deaths will not have any inheritance in the Kingdom of God. Deuteronomy 

27:15 declares: “Cursed is the one who makes any carved or molded image, an abomination 

to the Lord, the work of the hands of the craftsman, and sets it up in secret. And all the people 

shall answer and say, ‘Amen’!” 



2 Maccabees 7:9 says those who die for the laws of the Mosaic Covenant will be 

resurrected in eternal life: “And when he was at the last breath, he said, ‘You accursed wretch, you 

dismiss us from this present life, but the King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of 

life, because we have died for his laws.’” (R.S.V. – Catholic edition). Read also “The Septuagint 

with Apocrypha” translation of 2 Maccabees 7:9: “And when he was at the last gasp, he said, Thou 

like a fury takest us out of this present life, but the King of the world shall raise us up, who have died for 

his laws, unto everlasting life.”  
 

Judith and Baruch 
 

In Chapter 5 “The Fourth Test”, we see that in the Old Testament Apocryphal books of 

Judith and Baruch, there are not only historical errors. There are also statements in these two 

Apocryphal books which are contrary to the teachings of Old Testament Books which were 

quoted as Scripture by Jesus, the Apostles and God-inspired New Testament authors. 
 


