
Chapter 8 
 

God Watches Over His Written 

Word 

 
Some people have a weird notion of God. They imagine that throughout history, He has 

just been some sort of passive bystander watching various churchgoers supposedly fiddle with 

the meaning of and number of writings which comprise His written Word. They imagine that 

church leaders have the final say as to what writings should be a part of God’s Holy written 

Word. They fail to realise that God has overseen the preservation of His written Word for many 

centuries, often overruling the contrary decisions of various church councils, Popes and others. 

They forget what God has said in verses such as Jeremiah 1:12: “Then the Lord said to me, 

‘You have seen well, for I am watching over My Word to perform it.’” (N.A.S.B.) 

The Old Testament Apocryphal writings are not excluded from the Old Testament just 

because I say they are. They are not left out just because some theologian or bishop or preacher 

says they are. They are excluded because of a combined set of reasons – none of which can be 

taken separately. 

The first reason they are excluded is that the religious opinions of early Church Fathers, 

Church Councils and Saints have exhibited so much disagreement among themselves and so 

many errors that it is wrong for us to regard them as God-given infallible authorities on this 

matter. 

The second reason is that God the Son and His Holy Apostles never quoted directly 

from even one of these Apocryphal writings, even though they quoted directly as Sacred 

Scripture from 31 of the 39 Books of the Old Testament. We cannot have a higher divine 

authority than the recorded words of God the Son and His chosen Holy Apostles. 

The third reason is that when we compare the teachings of the Old Testament Books 

that God the Son and His Holy Apostles did accept as Sacred Scripture, to the teachings of these 

Apocryphal writings, we find that at least 7 of these latter writings contain parts which are 

contrary to the teachings of the accepted Old and New Testament Books. 

The fourth reason is that around Jesus’ time, the God-ordained custodians of God’s Law 

and Words – the religious Jews in Palestine – did not accept the Old Testament Apocrypha as a 

part of their Sacred Scriptures. 

The fifth reason is that when we study the Old Testament Apocryphal writings, we find 

that some of these writings contain severe historical errors. 

These five reasons taken together reveal why the Old Testament Apocrypha are not a 

part of God’s Holy Scriptures. 
 


